
Vietnam Veterans of America òStanley E. Tayloró Chapter 196 

Lynchburg, Virginia  

 

¶ Every Friday, at 12:00 

noon until 1:00 PM, 

òSupport Our Troopsó vigil 

at Monument Terrace. 

¶ Feb 5th at 8:00 AM All 

you can eat breakfast at 

the American Legion. 

¶ Feb 9th. Free concert 

with Arron Tippin at Sa-

lem Civic Center. Doors 

open at 6:00 PM, Concert 

begins at 7)) PM 

¶ Feb 14th  at 7:00 PM  ñ 

Chapter meeting at 

American Legion on 

Greenview Road. 

¶ Feb 19th at 8:00AM -  

Devil Dogsõ Breakfast at 

American LegionñAlways 

a good time. 

¶ Feb 23rd  -  Wives of 

Vietnam Veterans meet 

at 6:30 at the American 

Legion. 
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February 6, 1965 - Viet Cong 

guerrillas attack the U.S. mili-

tary compound at Pleiku in 

the Central Highlands, killing 

eight Americans, wounding 

126 and destroying ten air-

craft. 

February 3, 1966 - Influential 

newspaper columnist Walter 

Lippmann lambastes Presi-

dent Johnson's strategy in 

Vietnam, stating, "Gestures, 

propaganda, public relations 

and bombing and more 

bombing will not work."  

Lippmann predicts Vietnam 

will divide America. 

February 13, 1967 - Follow-

ing the failure of diplomatic 

peace efforts, President John-

son announces the U.S. will 

resume full-scale bombing of 

North Vietnam. 

February 22 The largest U.S. 

military offensive of the war 

occurs. Operation Junction 

City involves 22 U.S. and four 

South Vietnamese battalions 

attempting to destroy the 

NVA's Central Office head-

quarters in South Vietnam.  

February 1, 1968 - In Saigon 

during Tet, a suspected Viet 

Cong guerrilla is shot in the 

head by South Vietnam's 

police chief Gen. Nguyen 

Ngoc Loan. 

February 23, 1969 - Viet 

Cong attack 110 targets 

throughout South Vietnam 

including Saigon. 

February 2, 1970 - B-52 

bombers strike the Ho Chi 

Minh trail in retaliation for the 

increasing number of Viet 

Cong raids throughout the 

South.  

Vietnam Events  
January 

 

To the members and associates 

of Chapter 196, 

 

Last monthõs meeting, we had a 

great turn out.  If you havenõt 

been attending meetings, then 

make a New Yearõs resolution to 

attend and get involved. 

 

As I mentioned in last monthõs 

newsletter, our chapter will be 

hosting the Virginia State 

Council on March 9 and 10.  

This will be the third time we 

have hosted this event and we 

have a reputation as having the 

best of everything. 

 

The Saturday business meeting 

starts promptly at 9:00 a.m.  

You are invited to sit in and see 

exactly what takes place at 

these meetings.   

 

Saturday evening we will have a 

dinner, open bar and music.  All 

Chapter 196 members and 

spouses are invited.  Everyone 

who comes will be required to 

bring a covered dish and/or a 

dessert.  We had about 14 

members sign up to make a 

basket for the Chinese raffle.  If 

you would like to contribute a 

basket, it would be appreciated, 

as this is a great money maker.   

 

Plan on being a part of this 

event. 

 

See you the second Tuesday of 

February. 

 

David Stokes 

President  

     Donõt forget the Arron Tippin 

concert on Feb. 9th at the 

Salem Civic Center. This concert 

is being sponsored by the 

Veterans Administration 

Medical Center Voluntary 

Services as a òValentineó for all 

veterans. 

     There are still tickets 

available to now both veterans 

and the general public, but you 

will have to actually travel to the 

civic center to get them. There 

are no phone orders allowed.    

     Up to four free tickets are 

allowed for each person who 

show up at the ticket booth.    

     Arron Tippin is a country-

western entertainer and has 

crusaded for the working man 

and woman since he ripped 

country music wide open in 

1990 with his uncompromising 

"Youõve Got To Stand For 

Something."  

     On the strength of that 

remarkable song, comedian 

Bob Hope invited Aaron to 

appear with him when he toured 

the Mideast to entertain the 

troops of Desert Storm. Aaron 

has been a favorite of ñ and a 

standby for Americaõs fighting 

forces ever since. 

     

VAMC Putting on Free Concert For Veterans.  



Photos from the AP & 

BBC 
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Virginia Veteranõs Benefits ñ By Donald Mustard, VSO 

Central Virginia Medical Mission Team Begins 11th Mission  

     The Central Virginia Medical 

Mission Team (CVMMT) will soon 

be making its 11th mission trip 

to St. Thomas Parish, Jamaica 

(March 16 ð24). This yearõs 

team is made up of 40 medical 

professionals and other health 

assistants from the Central Vir-

ginia area. 

     Last yearõs team saw over 

2000 patients, providing free 

medical, dental and vision care. 

     The Peakland United Method-

ist Church (PUMC) has supported 

this mission for several years, 

and thanks to the many contribu-

tions, the Missions Committee 

will once again be able to fund 

50% of the travel costs for PUNC 

members volunteering with the 

CVMMT. 

     CVMMT is collecting the fol-

lowing items for the trip.  

¶ Toothbrushes and tooth-

paste 

¶ School supplies such as 

markers, pencils, colored 

pencils and sharpeners. (No 

paper due to weight restric-

tions) 

¶ Used prescription eye-

glasses 

¶ Eyeglass cases. 

     There will be boxes in the 

education wing lobby at the 

PUMC for these donations or 

since Bunny Marks is the point 

man for this endeavor, you can 

contact him at 434-384-7638. 

You can also  bring your dona-

tions to Bunny at  the Monument 

Terrace on most Fridays before 

March 10th between 12 to 1 PM.  

     This column concerns the 

question of eligibility for VA bene-

fits. First, it is necessary to de-

fine the meaning of "veteran" as 

it relates to VA benefits. A vet-

eran is a person who served in 

the active military service of the 

United States. Additionally, ser-

vice in any of 26 other specified 

organizations during World War I 

and II has been certified as ac-

tive military service by the De-

partment of Defense. 

     Eligibility for most VA benefits 

is based on the veteran being 

discharged from active military 

service under other than dishon-

orable conditions and having 

served for a minimum required 

period. Usually an honorable or 

general discharge under honor-

able conditions is acceptable. 

Benefits are not authorized for 

those who received a dishonor-

able discharge. 

     Under the Dependents Indem-

nity Compensation (DIC) pro-

gram, the VA may pay benefits to 

the surviving spouse, children, or 

parents, without undergoing an 

income test, but only when it is 

determined the veteran's death 

was service connected. Educa-

tional and health care benefits 

for spouse and children are also 

available under this program. 

Under the Improved Pension     

Program, depending on income, 

benefits may be available for war 

time veterans who are perma-

nently and totally disabled from 

disabilities not related to service.  

      Benefits may also be avail-

able for their surviving spouse 

and children. Under this program 

additional benefits are available 

if the veteran, or the widow of a 

deceased veteran meets the VA 

requirements for either house-

bound or aid and attendance. 

      Those veterans filing a claim 

with VA for the first time should 

submit a copy of their discharge, 

or DD-214 documenting service 

dates, type of discharge, and 

branch of service. If you are un-

able to locate your discharge and 

need help in obtaining a replace-

ment copy, contact your local 

Veteran's Service Office for assis-

tance.  

     Claims filed by the surviving 

spouse, children, or parents 

must be accompanied by docu-

mentation of the veteran's ser-

vice, a marriage certificate, di-

vorce decrees if the veteran was 

previously married, death certifi-

cate, birth certificate for depend-

ent children, and the veteran's 

birth certificate when parents are 

attempting to establish their 

eligibility for benefits based on 

the service of a child. 

     VA has recently taken action 

to improve the delivery of health 

care to the veteran. The rules 

have been changed and now 

most veterans who have a good 

discharge can obtain primary 

and preventive health care from 

VA facilities whether or not they 

have a service connected disabil-

ity.  

     One of the more popular fea-

tures of this new program is the 

availability of prescription medi-

cation from VA medical facilities 

such as the VA clinic on Lakeside 

Drive in Lynchburg, (434-316- 

5000).  

     All veterans are encouraged 

to consider this benefit and if you 

wish to participate contact your 

service officer for further infor-

mation. The program established 

in 1998 continues to be modi-

fied and if you were previously 

denied enrollment you may want 

to check on the current admis-

sion requirements. 

       For more information on 

veterans benefits contact the 

Service Officer for DAV Chapter 

8, VFW Post 8184 and American 

Legion Post 16 at 434-401-

7335.  The service office, located 

in the American Legion Post 

home at 1301 Greenview Drive, 

Lynchburg is open Tuesday for 

walk-ins from 10:00 a.m. until 

3:00 p.m.  and on Thursday by 

appointment  


